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Connectivity/Technical Issues
Audio Issues – If you have audio issues on computer, please try accessing by 
phone at

 (701) 801-6121
**No Access Code Required**

If problems persist, contact Paige Tungate at ptungate@DowneyLawGroup.com

Watch the slides at https://join.freeconferencecall.com/downeycle

Download the slides at http://www.downeyethicscle.com/

Questions – Please submit questions during the program through CHAT or during 
or after the program by emailing Paige Tungate at 
ptungate@DowneyLawGroup.com

mailto:ptungate@DowneyLawGroup.com
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/downeycle
http://www.downeyethicscle.com/
mailto:ptungate@DowneyLawGroup.com
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CLE Information
Kansas Credit – If you are seeking Kansas credit, you will need to enter the 
two Attendance Verification Words and your Kansas Bar information into the 
Program Survey

Please complete the Survey this week (if possible), so we can ensure you 
receive proper credit

Certificate of Completion – Available also through the Program Survey

Three ways to access Program Survey:
1. Chat - link  available in the CHAT (right now)
2. Slides - Link in the slides (here or at www.DowneyEthicsCLE.com) 
3. Email - Link sent to you in an email within 30 minutes of the end of this 

program

http://www.downeyethicscle.com/
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New and Improved . . .



The Name Change

• Mr. Jones and Ms. Smith had two children together

• Mr. Jones and Ms. Smith married

• Mr. Jones and now Ms. Jones wanted to change the 
children’s last names to “Jones”
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“To notarize any signature not affixed in the 
notary’s presence is, alone, a serious violation of 
ethics.” 

Iowa Supreme Ct. Bd. of Prof'l Ethics & Conduct v. Clauss, 530 
N.W.2d 453, 454 (Iowa 1995)
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In re Beck (Kan. 2014)
• At request of son (only child), lawyer prepared new estate planning 

documents for mother

• Lawyer went to nursing home to have mother execute documents, but she 
was sleeping so lawyer had son execute documents

• Lawyer signed as a witness and signed his assistant’s name as notary – 
used assistant’s seal

• Court rejected absence of harm because documents largely paralleled 
earlier drafts

• Lawyer was disbarred
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Office of Disciplinary Counsel v. Shaffer
(Ohio 2003)

• Client wants to sell grandmother’s house

• Lawyer learns existing power of attorney does not authorize 
sale of property

• Lawyer tells client to sign new POA for grandmother

• Lawyer represents client in selling grandmother’s house

• Lawyer suspended 
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Maryland Attorney Grievance Comm'n v. 
Geesing (Md. 2014)

Attorney authorized his nonlawyer staff to sign his name to mortgage 
foreclosure affidavits and then notarize them with their own notary 
credentials

Found to violate Maryland Rules of Professional Conduct 3.3(a)(1), 5.3(a), and 
8.4 (a) and (d)

Lawyer suspended 90 days 
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Thomas v. Corbyn Restaurant Dev. 
Corp. (Cal. App. 2025)

Which party bears the risk of loss when an imposter causes one party to a 
settlement to wire settlement proceeds to the imposter instead of the other 
settling party? 

After plaintiff and defendants settled a personal injury lawsuit for $475,000, an 
unknown third party purporting to be plaintiff's counsel sent “spoofed” e-mails to 
defendants' counsel providing fraudulent wire instructions for the settlement 
proceeds. 

Defendants' counsel wired the settlement proceeds to the fraudulent account and 
the third party absconded with the funds. 

Once the fraud was discovered, plaintiff asked for the settlement money, but 
defendants refused to pay. 

Plaintiff then applied ex parte to enforce the settlement agreement.

• For example, “jcmattson@cnlegalgroup.com” became 
“jmattson@cnlegalrgroup.com.”
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Either way, this case demonstrates that parties to 
modern, high-tech financial transactions must remain 
vigilant in ensuring they are dealing with their 
authentic peer. Failing to do so may be at their own 
financial peril.
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In re Eisenstein (Mo. 2016)

Lawyer obtained work product of opposing 
counsel through improper means

Upon hearing opposing counsel was discussing 
situation, lawyer sent her email stating:

Rumor has it that you are quite the gossip regarding our 
little spat in court. Be careful what you say. I'm not 
someone you really want to make a lifelong enemy of, 
even though you are off to a pretty good start.
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Conclusory Matters
Questions – If you have questions after the program, please email them to 
Paige Tungate at ptungate@DowneyLawGroup.com

Post-Program Survey – A survey will be emailed to you about 30 minutes 
after this program. Also, here is the survey link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/face0826
  

Certificate of Completion – Available through the Post-Program Survey

Kansas Credit – If you are seeking Kansas credit, you need to enter the two 
Attendance Verification Words and your Kansas information into the Post-
Program Survey. Please complete this information in the survey this week (if 
possible), so we can ensure you receive proper credit

mailto:ptungate@DowneyLawGroup.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/face0826
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/face0826 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/face0826


Future Programs
September 2 – Wednesday at 12:00 Noon CT – Missouri Judicial Ethics - The Election and Selection 
of Judges and the Missouri Court Plan (Missouri approved only)

September 10 – Thursday at 12:00 Noon CT – Lawyer Marketing Ethics for an AI World

September 23 – Wednesday at 12:00 Noon CT – Legal Ethics for Trust and Estate Lawyers

October 5, 2026 – Tuesday at 3:00 PM CT - Litigation Ethics and Sanction Law

October 21, 2026 – Wednesday at 12:00 Noon CT - Encouraging Inclusivity Through Firm 
Management and Mentoring

November 4, 2026 – Wednesday at 12:00 Noon CT - Ending Client Relationships — Risks and Rules

November 17, 2026 – Tuesday at 12:00 Noon CT - Legal Ethics and New Firm Business Models 
(including MSOs)

December 2, 2026 – Wednesday at 12:00 Noon CT - Managing Your Lawyer Trust Account

December 17, 2026 – Thursday at 12:00 Noon CT - Legal Ethics and Dealing with Non-Clients - the 
"Chapter 4" Rules

  www.DowneyEthicsCLE.com 41

http://www.downeyethicscle.com/


Timed Agenda

3:00-05 Introduction

3:05-55 Teach legal ethics lessons from lawyer mistakes
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Thank you

Downey Law Group LLC
(314) 961-6644

(844) 961-6644 toll free
info@DowneyLawGroup.com 
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/face0826 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/face0826

